






















Selectmen—Abraham L. Davis, Jr., Edgar W. San-
born, William F. Timlin
Tax Collector—Edwin C. Yeaton
Overseer of Poor—Edwin C. Yeaton
Janitor Town Hall—Arthur J. Tanguay
Highway Agent—Edwin M. Roby
Police—Philip Morton, George Cote
Fire Wards—George F. Plummer, Rodger J. McGlone,
Theron B. A. Baker
Superintendent Water Works—Edgar W. Sanborn
Auditors—Laurent J. Ruell, Charles M. Galley, Charles
N. Swayne
Library Trustees—Pauline L. Packard, Alice Simons,
Harry R. Spaulding
Supervisors—Albion Kahler, Harry R. Spaulding,
Hiram F. Gingras
Town Trustees—Walter B. Brown, George F. Plum-
mer, Albion Kahler
Trustees Scribner Memorial—^The above Town Trus-
tees and Roscoe Whitcomb and Lawson Glidden
Moderator—George F. Plummer
ARTICLES FOR TOWN WARRANT
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
March 12, 1940
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Ashland in the
County of Grafton in said State, qualified to vote in
Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at Town Hall in
said Ashland on Tuesday, the 12th day of March, next,
at nine of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the
following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the
year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
make appropriations of the same.
3. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the Fire Department, in-
cluding the services of the firemen and the expenses
of the Fire Alarm System.
4. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the laying out, building
and repairing of Highways and Bridges for the en-
suing year.
5. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for State Aid Construction.
6. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the increase and support
of the Town Library.
7. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the support of the Poor.
8. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the support of the Emily
Balch Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hospital.
9. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for District Nurse Association.
10. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the observance of Me-
morial Day.
11. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of taxes,
if necessary.
12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $154.00 to the Lakes Region As-
sociation of New Hampshire for the issuance and dis-
tribution of printed matter, newspaper and magazine
advertising calling attention to the resources and nat-
ural advantages of the Town, in cooperation with other
towns in the Lakes Region.
13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $100.00 to maintain a Skating
Rink.
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $500.00 for repairs of Sidewalks.
15. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the Police Department.
16. To see what action the Town will take re-
garding the purchase of snow removal equipment.
17. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue
printing the Vital Statistics in the Town Report.
18. To see if the Town will vote to have the in-
ventory printed in the Town Report once in every
three years.
19. To see what action the Town will take in re-
gard to the Flag Appropriation of $125.00 now stand-
ing on the books.
20. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the
Hicks Hill Road, so-called, from the Taglibeau Place
to the Seven Pines Road.
21. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the
road from the Lambert Place to the Town Line.
22. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the
road from a point on the new State Highway on West
Main St., to the Curtis Line.
23. To transact any other business that may le-
gally come before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 24th day of
February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and forty.




A true copy of Warrant—Attest:




To the Voters and Taxpayers of Ashland:
The Budget Committee are submitting herewith
their fourth annual report and desire to say first, the
different Town Departments have made a good show-
ing, taken as a whole, during the past year. The
Overseer of the Poor especially so.
The Highway money raised was not all spent, due
in part to the fact snow removal costs during Decem-
ber and January were much below the average.
As the Town Tractor is useless it becomes neces-
sary to provide some Highway Equipment. There is
difference of opinion as to what type is best for our
purposes. After much discussion a majority of the
Committee voted to recommend purchase of a Truck
and snow plow at a cost not to exceed $3,000.
The matter of improving the Town Hall is still
troublesome. A plan calling for an outlay of $17,000
was presented. The attention of the Committee was
called to the fact the Town Debt at present exceeds
the legal limits. This confines us to a pay-as-you-go
basis, which made it impossible for the Committee to
approve the plan. As many feel some repairs should
be made, it is suggested at the coming Town Meeting
a committee of three be appointed—one by the select-
men, one by the Board of Education, and one by the
Moderator, to bring in a plan showing the voters what
could be done with six or seven thousand dollars in the
way of improvements at the hall. The plan to be pre-
sented to the people at the next Town Meeting for them
to accept or reject as they saw fit.
The income from the Water Works is much less
than formerly due to increase in maintenance costs
and to provide for a larger water supply. The valua-
tion of the Town is still downward. The Tax Rate
for 1940 will be perhaps a little higher than in 1939.
It is hoped the increase, if any, will be small.
It is the job of the people of Ashland to cooperate
with their officials, or the officials to consult with the
people and with each other; keep the Town solvent;
provide for the necessary Town activities and no more
;
and keep our taxes at a point where the average man
or woman can still pay their taxes and continue to own
their homes. We believe this can be done if we con-
tinue to work together for our common interest.
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF ASHLAND, N. H.
ESTIMATED REVENUE, 1940
From State
Interest and dividends tax $ 1,000.00
Insurance tax 10.00
Railroad tax 125.00
Savings bank tax 1,350.00
From Local Sources Except Taxes
Business licenses and permits 30.00
Income from Municipally Owned Utilities:
Water department 1,000.00
Electric light department 4,000.00
Motor vehicle permit fees 1,400.00
From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes
Poll taxes 1,500.00
National bank stock taxes 43.00
Total revenues from all sources
except property taxes $10,458.00
Amount to be raised by property taxes $46,410.00
Total revenues $56,868.00






Election and registration expenses ( $ 3,000.00
Municipal court expenses
Expenses town hall and
other town buildings
Protection of Persons and Property
Police department
Sidewalk construction 500.00
New equipment, truck plow 3,000.00
Payment on Principal of Debt
Bonds $ 4,000.00
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions
Est. 7,300.00
Payments to school districts 21,476.50
Overlay 664.30
Total expenditures $56,868.00
Total estimated "Revenues from All Sources ex-
cept Property Taxes" deducted from Total estimated
"Expenditures" should give estimated "Amount to be




Cash in hands of treasurer
Bounties due from state
Taxes bought by town
Uncollected taxes 1939








15 neat stock 535.00
6 sheep 255.00
941 fowls 731.00
4 portable mills 590.0Q
17 boats and launches 2,925.00
Wood and lumber 70.00
29 gas pumps and tanks 2,425.00
Stock in trade 149,261.00
3 mills and machinery 153,750.00
Total $1,546,977.00








Redeemed Taxes and Interest
REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER
For Year Ending January 31, 1940
Receipts
REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER
For Year Ending January 31, 1940
Payments
Town officers' salaries $ 1,445.00
Town officers' expense 1,108.14







Damage by dogs 52.50
Vital statistics 19.25
Memorial hospital 300.00
Town road aid 399.13




P. W. A. construction 1,627.20
Library 1938 appropriation 500.00
1939 appropriation 417.40






Electric light department 11,936.23
Taxes bought by town 656.86
District Nurse Association 1,200.00
Interest on bonds 2,100.00
Interest on town notes 108.09
Sidewalk construction 529.50







Cash on hand $ 7,075.09
$90,387.09
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers' Salaries
Max Weisberg, treasurer $ 125.00
A. L. Davis, Jr., selectman 250.00
Edgar W. Sanborn, selectman 225.00
William F. Timlin, selectman 200.00
Philip E. Gammons, town clerk 100.00
Edwin C. Yeaton, collector 400.00
Arthur Tanguay, janitor 100.00
Board of auditors 45.00
$ 1,445.00
Town Officers' Expenses
Lillian Young, typing $ 10.25
Philip E. Gammons, deeds 6.00
Telephone 18.40
Madalene Young, typing 3.75
E. C. Yeaton, refund of tax 1937 3.70
E. C. Yeaton, refund of tax 1938 4.00
E. C. Yeaton, deeds 3.00
Cheney, Nighswander & Lord, services 27.10
E. W. Sanborn, stamps 9.00
C. N. Swayne, supplies 2.70
Edna C. Goddard, copying inventory 10.00
Association of N. H. Assessors, dues 2.00
F. J. Shores, register of deeds 16.86
The Record Print 22.60
E. W. Sanborn, supplies 5.52
Charles E. Dixon, register of probate 1.50
George F. Plummer, expense and postage 1.25
Gammons & Son, bonds 110.00
A. L. Davis, Jr., use of car 10.00
A. L. Davis, Jr., stamps 3.00
Edson C. Eastman Co., tax books 4.25
Wheeler & Clark, stamp 1.03
R. J. McGlone, cleaning Peavey lot 21.00
E. C. Yeaton, stamps 8.00
The Record Print, letter heads and envelopes 6.50
E. C. Yeaton, stamps 1.50
eio
A. L. Davis, Jr., use of car 10.00
D. M. Davis, copying inventory 10.00
The Record Print, printing 347.45
E. W. Sanborn, coal 116.66
The Horace W. Acres Co., letter file 22.93
Alcide St. Arnold, trucking 1.50
Wheeler & Clark, dog tags 4.08
Harold E. Wescott, fees 6.20
F. J. Shores, register of deeds 1.50
E. M. Roby, trucking 2.00
W. F. Timlin, postage and registering 1.06
E. C. Eastman Co., Inc. conditional sales
book stub 10.14
R. M. Whitcomb, envelopes .85
E. C. Yeaton, trip to Laconia 3.00
Lillian M. Young, typing inventory for
printer 10.00
E. W. Sanborn, coal 70.83
E. W. Sanborn, coal 28.41
Philip E. Gammons, fees issuing
automobile permits 105.75
Max Weisberg, stamps and supplies 2.87
W. F. Timlin, use of car 5.00
Ralph Hinds, care of town clock 35.00
$ 1,108.14
Election and Registration
The Record Print, printing check lists $ 29.50
Hiram Gingras, supervisor 20.00
Harry Spaulding, supervisor 20.00
Albion Kahler, supervisor 20.00
W. H. Brown, ballot clerk 5.00
Kenneth Brunt, ballot clerk 5.00
Arthur Sargent, ballot clerk 5.00
Guy Leavitt, ballot clerk 5.00
George F. Plummer, moderator 8.00
$ 117.50
Municipal Court
Albion Kahler, salary justice $ 150.00
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Town Hall and Other Town Buildings
Gammons and Son, insurance $ 162.75
I. M. Cottrell, repairs on town hall chairs 13.72
E. M. Roby, trucking 2.00
G. L. Leavitt, supplies 1.91
E. W. Sanborn, supplies 43.31
J. A. Prevost, wood 35.00
W. B. Brown, locks 2.10
A. Bickford, brush fire
George Randall, brush fire













E. W. Sanborn, 13 hedgehogs
W. F. Timlin, 6 hedgehogs
A. L. Davis, 6 hedgehogs
45.00














H. L. Cote and team ^^')i^
George McLaughlin .a'ofi
Pete Guyotte, team 49.00
Leonard Morrill 4i.5Z
Pete Guyotte (labor) ^;^-^°
Andrew Comeau ^'-^^








Joe Prevost and truck q%oo
Ernest Ruell ^^-^5
Herman Robinson ^^-^^
Mrs. Frank Cote ^^-^^
Frank Estes f^"
Howard Pease gj-/.^
Alcide St. Arnauld f^-^^
H. L. Cote and truck
^^.uu







Mac Eastman ^ on









E. M. Roby and truck $ 11.00
Ernest Ruell 3.67
S. A. Clark 2.67




E. W. Sanborn 9.60
LAMBERT ROAD
Total $ 43.45
E. M. Roby and truck
Frank Lambert and team









ASHLAND WATER WORKS REPORT, FEB. 1940
Receipts
Received water rents this year $ 2,252.75
Received water rents for last year
after books were balanced 556.55
Received from treasurer of United











GIFTS TO ASHLAND TOWN LIBRARY
Painting and fireplace accessories $53.99, Ash-
land Women's Club.
Junior Woman's Club, cash $10.00.
Oil painting Daniel Webster from Mrs. Chamber-
Ian of J. J.
Brass jar belonging to Mrs. Scribner from Mrs.
Whitcomb.
One water color and one picture, Tiffany glass vase
from Mrs. Charles Piatt in memory of her mother, Mrs.
Whipple.
Book truck, Mrs. L. W. Packard.
Statues of Abraham Lincoln and William Shake-
speare by Mrs. Lauriston Goddard.
Statuette "The Reader" Miss Louie Fifield.
Table mats, Mrs. James Fleming and Mrs. Whit-
comb.
Flower vase, Mrs. Simmonds.
Book and magazine gifts.
National Geographic, Miss Elizabeth Hurlbut,
summer resident.
Air Trails, Mrs. Whitcomb.
News Week, Dr. Kaplan.
Geology of New Hampshire, 3 vols. Mr. George
Plummer.
Atlas of all Towns in Grafton County, Wardon
Curtis.
Two scrapbooks, one Kings and Queens, the other
on Interesting Events compiled by Mrs. Warner Cogs-
well and given in her memory.
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REPORT OF DISTRICT NURSING ASSOCIATION
For Year Ending January 31, 1940
Receipts
REPORT ASHLAND DISTRICT NURSE
January 1, 1939—January 1, 1940
Nursing visits
OVERSEER OF POOR
Expended by Philip Morton, Overseer
Before March 13, 1938
Town poor
County Relief










Old age assistance 723.51
Balance of appropriation by Edwin C. Yeaton
overseer $ 740.17
Expended by bills contracted prior to March
13, 1938 by Philip Morton, overseer $ 146.71
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This is to certify that we have examined the ac-
counts of the Selectmen, Town Treasurer, Tax Collec-
tor, Town Clerk, Overseer of Poor, Road Agent, Town
Trustees, Electric Light Department, Water Works De-
partment, Library Trustees and Municipal Court and




































FOR THE YEAR ENDING





NAME Description and Value of










NAME Descript: m a.id V.ilue of













































Block Main st 3500
Homestead Highland st 550€






House lot Washington st 200
Homestd Washington st 3700
House Depot st
Land N H road
House Washington st
Camp & lot Pease shore
House Mill st
Homestead Carr ave 2000
90 fowls 40
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Description and Value of









Peaslee, Eunice A. Est.
Peaslee, J. Claire
Provencher, Cyril



















































|2 ten house Winter st
I






JLand & garage River st 700
I












Homestead River road 2000
I
Stock in trade 750
j
I
House Hill st 3000|














4 44-100 miles 22200|


















































































OFFICERS OF ASHLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
1939-1940
School Board—Laurent Ruell, Chairman; Clifford E.
Gingras, Secretary; Bert A. Martin, Leon
M. Orton, Harry Cote, Dona Guyotte
Superintendent—Almon W. Bushnell
Treasurer—George A. Skinner
Moderator— George F. Plummer
Clerk—Gertrude Fifield
Auditors—Charles Swayne, Charles Galley
School Physician—Leon M. Orton, M. D.
School Nurse—Helen Fisher, R. N.
SCHOOL CALENDAR, 1940-1941
Schools Open Schools Close
September 3, 1940 December 20, 1940
December 30, 1940 February 21, 1941
March 3, 1941 April 18, 1941
April 28, 1941 June 13, 1941
Holidays
September 2—Labor Day
September 11 or 12—Plymouth Fair
October 17 and 18—State Teachers' Association
November 11—Armistice Day
November 28 and 29—Thanksgiving
January 1—New Year's Day
May 30—Memorial Day
REPORT OF DISTRICT TREASURER









FINANCIAL REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD
For Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1939
Receipts
Income from local taxation, voted by district $20,000.00
From Sources Other Than Taxation
Dog licenses, from selectmen $ 77.80
New Hampton School District
tuition and transportation 1,352.20







Center Harbor School District
tuition 118.17
Charles Crawford, tuition 38.00
State treasurer, George Dean fund 372.95
Raymond F. Gunn 24.70
Frank L. Witcher Co., refund 7^67
Almon W, Bushnell 1 47
B. & M. R. R., refund 5^50
C. W. Huckins, school house 180.00
Payment stopped on check 4,15
$ 3,065.36
Total receipts from all sources $23,065.36
Cash on hand at beginning of year ' ' >
J"lyl'1938 $ 375.10 v^
. 4/^,
Grand total $23,440.46 .^"^A
Expenditures jPo^% t i
Administration ^^^^O,^
Superintendents salary A "^J^ 1>
F. Gordon Kimball $ 400 oo ^^^ x %^
Truant Officer and School Census \^^ r>\. \
Louise A. Brock $ 5.00 ^%Fv^°\




New England Tel. & Tel. Co. 68.29
Louise Brock 42.00
Meredith Trust Company .19
Raymond F. Gunn 29.63
Edson C. Eastman 7.15
Laurent J. Ruell .50
Record Print 3.50
Almon W. Bushnell 34.95
George Skinner 12.54
Farmers Grain Store 1.85
Instruction
Houghton Mifflin Co. 11.70
Charles Scribner's Sons 25.72
South-Western Publishing Co. 29.14
Frederick A. Stokes Co. 1.07
John Wiley & Sons 2.33
Allyn & Bacon 8.29
Carl Fischer, Inc. 25.59
Ginn & Co. 34.97
Harcourt, Brace & Co. 68.08
Silver, Burdette Co. 1.55
F. W. Faxon Co. 13.25
Thomas Nelson & Sons 3.75
Noble & Noble Publishing Inc. 2.29
University of Nebraska 1.70
Edward L. Babb & Co. 19.66
ext Books—Elementary
Milton Bradley Co. 18.00
J. L. Hammett Co. 10.00
Philip H. James 9.00
Frank L. Whitcher Co. .55
Beckley-Carcly Co. 9.62
J. H. Faught & Son 9.01
Phillips Paper Co. 91.04
Edward H. Quimby 8.40
Cote's Market 32.99
Y. D. Pharmacy .25
Chicago Apparatus Co. 81,29
Brodhead-Garrett Co. 4.67
John S. Cheever Co. 10.00
South-Western Publishing Co. .83
Pioneer Office Appliance Co. 1.18
Charles C. Rogers Co., Inc. 3.50
The Macmillan Co. 5.36
School Supply Co. 1.57
E. W. Sanborn 4.25
;holars' Supplies—Elementary
Mrs. A. S. Fifield 37.00
Record Print 16.75
School Service Co. 1.05
The Commonwealth Fund 2.00
New Hampshire New Agency 2.70
Carl Fischer, Inc. 16.31
R. W. Wagner Co. 16.32
Robert H. Eastman 15.80
Science Press Printing Co. 3.00
W. B. Brown 3.27



































American Educational Press 1.30
McGraw-Hill Book Co. 2.45
H. W. Wilson Co. 2.50







Water, Light and Janitors' Supplies
High School





Dog tax $ 50.00
Federal aid 300.00
Tuition 1,100.00
Balance June 30, 1940 100.00
$ 1,550.00
Balance required to be raised by taxation $22,112.00
Figures for Comparison
Amount raised in March, 1936 $22,996.00
Amount raised in March, 1937 20,681.00
Amount raised in March, 1938 20,000.00
Amount raised in March, 1939 20,582.00
















Junior high, grade 8




















































REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Changes in the Teaching Staff
The teaching staff in the graded school is the same
as last year with one exception. Miss Bernice Carle-
ton has asked for a year's leave of absence and Miss
Eleanor Morrill is teaching the fifth grade in her place
until she returns.
There are several changes in the staff of the high
school. Miss Walsh and Miss Redden resigned to se-
cure positions elsewhere. In their places Miss Dor-
othy Luzo has charge of the commercial department
and Miss Katherine Kearney of the work in home
economics. Miss Luzo is a graduate of Plymouth
Teachers College and Miss Kearney of Simmons Col-
lege with graduate study at Boston University.
The steady increase of enrollment during the past
several years together with the tendency to offer more
elective subjects in the high school curriculum has
made it necessary to employ a part-time teacher who
has charge of social sciences in the junior high school.
Miss Edna Twombly, a graduate of Keene Teachers
College, is employed in this capacity.
School Building Improvements
A major improvement in the arrangement of the
high school building has been made during the past
summer. Two adjoining rooms located on the second
floor, one a small class room and the other the head-
master's office, have been made into one large class
room by removing the partition between them. A
space above the stairway has been made into an office
for the headmaster. This provides an attractive and
convenient location for the office, as well as the in-
creased classroom space that partly relieves the over-
crowded conditions at the school.
Educational Policy
We hear and read a great deal these days about
democracy. The experience of European countries
who have tried democracy and failed proves to us
16
that democracy is not just a form of government with
a written constitution. It is a way of thinking and
believing on the part of people. This understand-
ing and faith, vital to our country's existence, can be
fostered in our public schools. One of the purposes
of education is to develop a loyalty to the American
way of life.
Travelers in Germany and Italy from this country
find the youth of those nations full of enthusiasm for
their leaders and are disappointed at the thought that
there is no such enthusiasm for their country on the
part of children in the United States. We tend to
take our heritage of freedom as a matter of course,
and are likely to lose the realization that it is a prec-
ious and costly thing. One educator has said, "To
make democracy work we must make a religion out
of it."
Experience has shown that it is not enough to
talk about good citizenship and to understand the
workings of our town meetings, national elections, and
the duties of the various officers. Our young people
must learn to be citizens by practicing good citizen-
ship. The school that can permit boys and girls to
exercise self-control, tc make their own decisions, to
learn to work with others and not to shirk responsi-
bility, is doing its part to make America a better
country to live in.
Recent Changes in School Laws
At the last session of the General Court two im-
portant changes in the state educational laws were
made. One of these dealt with the education of handi-
capped children and the other with regulations affect-
ing school transportation.
Heretofore pupils who were handicapped through
lameness, deafness, blindness, or other physical de-
fect have been excused from school attendance on that
account. Any education which they received has been
provided for them at their parents' expense. The
new law requires that such children have either trans-
portation to school (no matter how near they may live
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to the school building) or, if they are unable to attend
school, instruction must be provided for them at home
at the expense of the district. This requirement does
not apply in cases of temporary handicaps such as a
broken leg or illness but only to those whose handi-
cap is permanent.
The other new law has given to the State Motor
Vehicle Department the authority to make and enforce
regulations regarding school buses. Regulations for
this school year (until July 1, 1940) have recently
been issued. It is expected that these regulations will
be changed from year to year in order to provide
greater safety and comfort for children who are car-
ried to school.
Acknowledgments
The school board, teachers, pupils, and other citi-
zens of Ashland have been helpful in many ways dur-
ing the past year. The contribution of the Woman's
Club supplying cod liver oil during the winter months
is especially worthy of mention. This fine spirit of

































































James Sherman Crowley John Rodger Smith
Arthur Ralph Dicey Rubie Ethel Verrill
Phyllis May Forbes Earle Beede
Irene Ona Hinds Willoughby, Jr.
Ray Bowden Kirkpatrick Lila Rose Willoughby
Leo Arthur Landroche Ernest P. Wiser
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